February 15, 2008

Help Health Professionals in your District--

Support Title VII funding!

Dear Colleague,

We encourage you to join us in signing the attached letter urging appropriators to restore funding for our nation’s health professionals in the upcoming FY09 Labor – HHS appropriations bill to $300 million.

Title VII programs provide grants to educational institutions and other venues that train and educate primary health care professionals in rural and urban areas classified as underserved.  The training that students receive through Title VII programs greatly increases the likelihood that they will return to and serve these underserved areas after program completion, addressing our nation’s workforce shortage.

Title VII programs also increase diversity in our health care workforce, graduating five times more minority students than traditional programs.

The funds appropriated to Title VII since FY05 have been cut by more than 50%.  Without a restoration to FY05 levels, the current Title VII educational programs for essential primary care providers cannot adequately prepare our next generation of medical professionals for the rapidly changing and emerging needs of the American population.


I urge you to sign the attached letter to restore funding to these programs, and enable them to continue to improve the distribution, quality, and diversity of the health professions workforce. 


To sign, please contact Heather Foster with Rep. DeGette by phone at 5-4431  or via e-mail at heather.foster@mail.house.gov or Kristin Garesché with Rep. McMorris Rodgers by phone at 5-2006 or via e-mail at kristin.garesche@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,
Diana DeGette



Cathy McMorris Rodgers
                  

Member of Congress


Member of Congress

Representative David Obey



Representative James Walsh

Chairman





Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, 


Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, 

Education and Related Agencies


Education and Related Agencies

Appropriations Committee



Appropriations Committee

U.S. House of Representatives


U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515



Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Walsh:

As you begin your work on the fiscal year (FY) 2009 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill, we urge you to increase funding for the Title VII health professions programs at the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to the FY 2005 appropriated level (approximately $299,552,000). As you know, these programs provide direct financial support for health care workforce development and education. In addition, they are the only federal programs designed to train providers in interdisciplinary settings to respond to the needs of special and underserved populations, as well as increase minority representation in the health care workforce.  

The FY 2006 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill drastically reduced funding for Title VII health professions programs, resulting in a 51 percent overall cut below FY 2005. These levels are carried over in the enacted budgets for FYs 2007 and 2008. At a time of serious health professions shortages, reducing this resource already has had devastating effects on the country’s neediest communities. By restoring funding for these programs to FY 2005 levels, you will enable them to continue to improve the distribution, quality, and diversity of the health professions workforce. 

We respectfully urge you to restore funding to the Title VII programs in the FY 2009 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill. We greatly appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

